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Earthquake Town Meeting in Covington/Tipton

Experts to discuss seismic safety concerns
Earthquake experts and local emergency managers will hold a town meeting and the public is cordially invited to attend this meeting to learn about the causes and consequences of earthquakes as well as local disaster preparedness activities.

Tuesday, Feb. 12
Covington/Tipton Chamber Center, 101 West Court Square
6 to 8 p.m.

No RSVP is required. Free information brochures and other resources will also be available on disaster preparedness and planning. The meeting, consisting of two short presentations, will help the public to better understand the causes and consequences of local earthquakes. There will be a panel discussion with a public question-and-answer period to conclude the meeting. 

The need to for increase awareness and planning for earthquakes the New Madrid Seismic Zone (NMSZ), which includes west Tennessee, has been recognized by local, state and federal governments in the wake of several recent disasters that have struck the United States and other countries around the world. Approximately 600 small earthquakes occurred in the NMSZ over the last three years with several that were felt across west Tennessee. These small tremors serve as near constant reminders that the area contains the most active earthquake zone in the eastern United States.

Presentations:
Dr. Steve Horton, - Earthquake hazard in the New Madrid Seismic Zone

Mr. Brian Blake - Potential losses associated with earthquakes in the New Madrid seismic zone
Panelists: 

Charlie Bryant, West Region Director, TN Emergency Management Agency

Jeff Huffman, Tipton County Mayor

David Gordon, Covington Mayor

Trisha Miller, Director, Covington-Tipton County Emergency Management 

Steve Horton, CERI Research Scientist

Brian Blake, Earthquake Program Coordinator, Central US Earthquake Consortium
This meeting is an official part of the Tennessee Earthquake Awareness Week 2008, which is organized by the University of Memphis Center for Earthquake Research and Information in conjunction with the Tennessee Emergency Management Agency, the West Tennessee Seismic Safety Commission, Covington/Tipton County Government, the U.S. Geological Survey, The Central U.S. Earthquake Consortium, CERI Partners in Disaster Preparedness, with major support from our corporate sponsor, State Farm Insurance.
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Editors/News Directors: Contact Gary Patterson, CERI at (901) 678-5264 for additional details or inquiries.
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