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State of Tennessee

WEST TENNESSEE SEISMIC SAFETY COMMISSION

www.itmattersareyouprepared.org
University of Memphis

(901) 678-5264 Gary Patterson, Executive Director

Minutes of February 11, 2008
Commission Meeting 
@ Fogelman Executive Center

Members present:  Elaine Clyburn, Clifford DeBerry, Theodore Fox, Richard Holliday, Janice Millsaps, Barry Moore, Franklin Smith

         




Members absent:  Scott Fleming

            

       
Staff present:  Gary Patterson, Beverly Cook
Special assistance provided by:  Michelle Dry, CERI
I.
Welcome and Introductions

Chairman Fox opened the meeting at 1:34 p.m. and welcomed everyone.  Guests included:  J. Lynn Hicks, Jeremy Bateman, Arleen Hill, Alisa Nave, Chris Cramer, Jim Miller, Don Richardson, Rita Harris, Nisha Powers, Karen Kitchens, Randy Johnson, John Malpass, Kevin Brent, Marian Levy and Richard Stieg.
II.
Roll Call

All commissioners were present except Scott Fleming.  A quorum of 7 was established.  

III.
General Jim Bassham, Tennessee Emergency Management Agency

Topic:  Overview of State Earthquake Strategic Plan

Mr. Bassham was unable to attend due to the recent tornados in West Tennessee.
IV.
Old Business
•
Approval of Minutes – The minutes from our Nov 7th meeting were APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY with two changes.  
Vice Chair Barry Moore asked that we change the wording in the minutes to ask that the commissioners will call in if they will NOT be in attendance, therefore, the paragraph will read as:
Commission meeting attendance verification:  All commissioners shall call Bev Cook @ 678-5561 or notify by email to becook@memphis.edu regarding their attendance in advance of the next meeting.  If you have stated that you will attend and then your plans change, you will need to contact Bev as soon as possible, even if it is the day of the meeting so that the meeting can be cancelled if there is no quorum.   Remember:  We have commissioners that travel from middle Tennessee.  We need to notify them before they depart if possible.
Gary Patterson also asked for a change in the minutes as requested by Mr. Charlie Bryant.  Mr. Bryant requested that we change the terminology of “full-time paid” to read “professional development” in the paragraph below taken from those minutes.  

Charlie Bryant, Director of West Region of the Tennessee Emergency Management Agency, reminded the Commission that TEMA needs their help in establishing a joint resolution to request a funding source to provide professional development for Emergency Management Directors in west Tennessee counties at risk from earthquakes. 
The WTSSC will write a letter of support for TEMA’s request for funding.  Mr. Patterson also talked with Ricky Graves of TEMA and was told the legislation for this request is almost ready.  Mr. Patterson will present the wording for the support letter at our next meeting.   

•
Discussion of new commissioners:

We have four commissioners who have resigned for various reasons and need to be replaced as soon as possible.  New commissioners will be selected to fill the same area that the previous commissioner represented.  

Commissioner Mike Kernell – education, appointed by Naifeh through 1-31-09; 
Commissioner Jim Strickland – business, appointed by Wilder through 1-31 09, 
Commissioner Eugene Schweig – geologist, appointed by Governor through 1/31/11, 
Commissioner Shahram Pezeshk – engineer, appointed by Governor through 1/31/11.  

Chairman Fox asked for nominations from commissioners or the public; Kevin Brent from Motorolla was nominated as a business representative.  Mr. Patterson has received additional names for the commission to review.  He will talk with each candidate to make sure they are interested and then distribute the list by email.  Kevin Brent will be added to the list of nominees.
•
Tennessee Earthquake Awareness 2008 Activities - Gary Patterson


Mr. Patterson discussed the week ahead and details of the CUSEC meeting held earlier today.  Among the activities for this week include an Earthquake Awareness Poster Contest for 4th, 5th, and 6th grade schools in West Tennessee.     
Monday:
Community Resilience and Earthquake Preparedness Summit, Memphis, Tennessee; Partners: CERI, Community and Regional Resilience Initiative (Oak Ridge) and the West Tennessee Seismic Safety Commission.
Tuesday: 
Earthquake Town Hall Meeting, Covington, Tennessee; Partners: CERI, Covington/Tipton Government, Tennessee Emergency Management Agency, and the Central US Earthquake Consortium
Wednesday: 
Earthquake Town Hall Meeting, Ripley, Tennessee; Partners: CERI, Ripley/Lauderdale Government, Tennessee Emergency Management Agency, and the Central US Earthquake Consortium
Thursday:
New Madrid Seismic Zone Workshop for Risk Managers and Insurers, Memphis, Tennessee; Partners: State Farm Insurance, Risk and Insurance Management Society, Inc., Chartered Property and Casualty Underwriters Society, and the Insurers of Memphis
Open House at CERI and a Public Forum on Disaster Preparedness,   Partners: CERI, Mid-South Association of Contingency Planners; Memphis Light Gas and Water; Memphis Shelby County Emergency Management Agency, and the American Red Cross.
•
Update on Assisi Grant


Mr. Patterson announced that the Assisi Foundation has approved $196,000 in funding to address Mass Sheltering and Peer Strategies for Shelby County and all counties that touch Shelby County in cooperation with the Office of Emergency Preparedness, Memphis/Shelby County EMA, TEMA, and numerous other partners.  We will be building a community partnership to address effective long term disaster planning into the future with consortium of academic and private sector expertise.  The oversight committee will be formed by WTSSC and Office of Emergency Preparedness, and will include others. He explained different aspects and details of the project.
Chairman Fox told the commission that we will need to meet certain requirements within a certain timeframe.  If we have delivered the product mid-way we will be eligible to pick up the 2nd part of the grant.  We have a commitment from Mayor Wharton that $100,000 will be cost shared by Shelby County at that time.
V.
New Business:

•
Discussion and Request for Support of Congressional Seismic Study Request Ted Fox 


Chairman Fox gave us details on our request for funding and discussed our “Memphis Regional Seismic White Paper”.    The commission was to do a study by Jan of 2007.  “The commission shall undertake a study to determine the feasibility of establishing a comprehensive program of earthquake hazard reduction having as its purpose the saving of lives and mitigating damage to property in Tennessee.”  Commission members were not announced until after that date and our first meeting was not until May 07.   We have been unable to complete the study for lack of funds.  We are requesting $325,000 in funds from (75%) federal and (25%) local governments to help us complete the study.  

Commissioner Clyburn asked the role of WTSSC in the distribution of responsibilities for the study.  Chairman Fox said we will work with different agencies to find the correct person or firm to provide expertise.  The board has the authority to hire outside of the commission if necessary.  An ad hoc committee (members of the commission and outside entities) along with TEMA would provide oversight.  A representative of the Commission will be involved in decisions that are being made as far as the process and will keep the commission informed.  This will be a living document.  Discussions will continue.  
Chairman Fox recommended that the commission approve the White Paper as it is today with possible changes later.  A motion was seconded and UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED.
Chairman Fox also reminded the commission that we need to get on the docket of the Legislature to give our report soon to show what we are doing.  All members are requested to attend that trip.

VI.
Committee updates

•
Public Awareness and Communication 

Chairman Elaine Clyburn discussed the committee’s recent conference call meeting and some of what was covered during the meeting.  Among the items discussed was that we could add “tips” to our site and change them frequently.  Keep it current so that folks return often.  Also the committee wants to monitor our links and make suggestions.  Michelle Dry gave a report to the committee concerning Earthquake Awareness Week.
They would like to review the Strategic Plan for the items that are specific to this committee.   Also in looking at the description of the communication, committee thought that maybe they should be the conduit of any speakers needed on behalf of the Commission but not necessarily be the spokes persons.  They will continue to hold their meetings by conference call.


•
Development   
Chairman Scott Fleming was not in attendance.
•
Strategic Planning 
Committee has met and Mr. Patterson said the plan is still being worked on at this time. Commissioner Janice Millsaps volunteered to be part of the Strategic Planning Committee.

•
There was a discussion concerning replacing the Secretary/Treasurer who recently resigned. Franklin Smith volunteered to serve as Secretary/Treasurer if it needs to be a member from the commission.
•
Mr. Patterson shared information concerning planning meetings that are ongoing for the 2012 Earthquake Awareness Bicentennial (of the 1811-1812 earthquakes).  He would like for the commission to be involved.  Details to follow.
VIII.
Wrap up/Adjournment
•
Next Meeting Date will be Friday, March 14, 2008 @ 1:30 pm possibly in Brownsville, TN.   Location to be announced.  Lunch will be served at 12:00 pm.
Respectfully Submitted:



Approved:

_______________________________                                 ____________________________
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